
ABOUT THE EVERGREEN LEVY

About 2.7 percent – roughly $13.2 million – of Evergreen Healthcare’s annual operating budget comes 
from the levy money paid to King County Public Hospital District No. 2. Some of this money is used  
to pay for buildings and equipment; the rest funds innovative community health programs to meet the 
diverse needs of the area we serve. The taxation rate for 2006 is $.31 per thousand, or $93 for a 
$300,000 home. 

EVERGREEN WELCOMES  

THESE NEW CARE  

PROVIDERS TO  

THE MEDICAL STAFF

Bariatric Surgery
Robert Michaelson, MD

Endocrinology
Anthony DeSantis, MD

Gastroenterology
Ronald Yeh, MD

Hospitalist – Adult
Meath Maeve Bowen, MD

Jennifer Hines, MD

Hospitalist – Pediatric
Vongpheth Luanghaxay, MD

Joshua Weldin, MD

Neonatology
Evelyn Rider, MD

Laurie Williams, MD

Pathology
Veronica Thoroughgood, MD

Plastic Surgery
Sarah McMillan, MD

Psychiatry
Christina Agustin, MD

Radiology
Mohammed Quraishi, MD
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to support from the King County Public Hospital 
District No. 2 levy.

“IT WAS definitely A GREAT PROGRAM”

The Supporting Our Children program was just 
what Kate Fallon’s family needed. “It was good for 
Meg (age 9) and Cole (age 7) to find out that they weren’t the only 
ones who had lost a parent,” she shares. “It helped them feel less 
isolated and alone. It was definitely a great program.” 

The healing and bonding continue even after the program ends. Both 
Meg and Cole left with the phone numbers and e-mail addresses of 
their new friends so they could have play dates or call them if they 
just want to talk.

It’s now been a year since Scott Hanan’s death, and his children 
remember the daddy who took them fishing and cheered at their 
soccer games. “We’re doing much better than we were doing 9 or 
10 months ago,” Fallon states. “We still have days where we feel 
kind of sideswiped. But we’re all adjusting and creating a new 
normal. I think fundamentally both Meg and Cole are going to be 
okay. It’s a different journey than their friends will have, but it’s 
their path.”

Evergreen’s Grief and Bereavement programs are available to 

anyone who has experienced a loss through death. For more 

information, call 425.899.1077 or visit our Web site at  

www.evergreenhealthcare.org.

“�...If children mourn well, 
they will live well...”
It was supposed to be a happy family vacation at Lake 

Chelan. Then, the unthinkable happened. A motorcycle 

accident left 36-year-old Scott Hanan dead, his wife, 

Kate Fallon, and their two children devastated. But 

with support from Evergreen’s Grief and Bereavement 

program, they are putting their lives back together.

Soccer is a favorite 

activity for Kate 

Fallon and her 

children, Meg and 

Cole Hanan.

The family enrolled in Evergreen’s “Supporting Our Children As 
We Grow Through Grief” program, which helps children address 
their grief while also helping the surviving parent or guardian 
understand how best to assist them through the grieving process.

“Grief is such a difficult thing to talk about,” explains Evergreen 
bereavement specialist Mary Hejnal. “With young families, we want 
to help them normalize grief without minimizing the experience.”

Helping children cope with loss

Since children mainly grieve through their behavior, the Supporting 
Our Children program provides opportunities through games, art, 
storytelling and movement for the children to get in touch with 
their feelings. “Our goal is to provide a supportive environment 

where the children can talk about what  
the death means to them,” Hejnal says. 
Parents meet separately from the children 
during the six-week program, focusing on 
their own healing and how they can best 
help their children grieve. 

“I believe that if children mourn well, they 
will live well, and they will love well,” 
Hejnal says. “It’s an ongoing process, but 
every child has the innate ability to heal. 
Our group is a very good beginning for 
most families.”

Evergreen is the only organization on the Eastside to offer these 
groups for children, and has been doing so for 10 years – thanks  

Mary Hejnal

Evergreen Healthcare’s commitment to provide services outside the walls  
of our hospital is unique on the Eastside and contributes significantly to the 
health and well-being of our community. Specialized care for the area’s 
seniors, free health clinics for the uninsured and health education classes for 
the entire community are just a few of the services we’re able to provide 
thanks to your support of the King County Public Hospital District No. 2 levy.

Never heard of King County Public Hospital District No. 2? You’re probably 
not alone! It’s actually Evergreen Healthcare’s rather long legal name, which dates back to the formation 
of the District in the late 1960s. That’s when residents of northeast King County decided the best way to 
provide hospital services to their growing area was by forming a public hospital district, much in the 
same way a fire district or a school district provides services. The District is governed by five publicly 
elected Commissioners, whose duty is to make sure community health needs are being addressed.

Levy money paid to King County Public Hospital District No. 2 was instrumental in building the 
original Evergreen General Hospital, which opened in 1972. Today, the levy money is used to provide 
much-needed community health services – the kinds of services not all hospitals can provide because they 
simply can’t afford them on their own. There isn’t profit in providing free vaccinations for schoolchildren 
or health classes for seniors, or in helping the community’s underinsured connect with preventive care. 
But because Evergreen is owned by the community, we have a responsibility to provide these services 
regardless of their profitability. Each issue of the Evergreen Monitor magazine profiles one of these levy-
funded services, such as the story on the next page about our Grief and Bereavement program.

When established in the late 1960s, King County Public Hospital District No. 2 closely followed the 
boundaries of the Northshore and Lake Washington school districts. The area grew in 2000, when 
Evergreen was petitioned by the grassroots group Concerned Citizens of Duvall with a request that 
Duvall be annexed to the Evergreen District so we could open a primary care clinic there. We held town 
hall meetings in Duvall to explain the costs of annexation and to make sure it was something the 
community really wanted. Convinced of the need for services and the support of the Duvall community, 
the annexation issue was placed on the ballot in November 2000, and received an impressive 71 percent 
“yes” vote.

Then, in 2004, the District showed its support of Evergreen by passing our special levy to construct a 
new Emergency Department and Patient Facility. These much-needed facilities will open in early 2007.

Our entire community benefits greatly from the programs and services we’re able to provide, thanks  
to the on-going support from all of you. It’s an honor and a privilege to be a part of this wonderful 
community, and we thank you for your many votes of confidence during Evergreen’s nearly 35 years  
of service to you.

							           Warmest regards,

 	 Steven E. Brown, FACHE 
	 Chief Executive Officer

Steve Brown, CEO

What is a Public Hospital District?

LEVY-FUNDED SERVICESMESSAGE FROM THE CEO


